
John Sloan, daughter Mabel, 
son Haro ld, Jerusha Hamilto n 
S ilcox and husband Oli ver K. 

Silcox. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Mr. James Milton, for many y e a rs 
as lines man for the Southwold 
a nd Dunwich Telephon e Company . 

Taken 1 942 . 

The stor e which J . O. Luml ey built , showing 
the t e l ephone lines for the office loc ated 
at the rear of the store . 
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MISCELLAI~EOUS 

Apple cider was a favorite food, but it took hun.dred~ o~ peeled apples to mol 
· a batch. This wooden apple peeler was made 1n W1lmmgton, Del. about 184 
The app[e fit on the prongs. Turn_ the crank and the apple is peeled and core 

-"HCis the on1y remaining member ""fn 18Slrli:ralcolm married Mar­
of seven of a family, his father garet Campbell, Malcom Camp· 
Malcolm Graham settling with bell's daughter, they were a very 
other "Ga1·tmore" Graham's near congenial couple, and entertained 
lona in 1828. He married Margaret a wide circle o£ :friends and took 
lVIclntyre. of Wallacetown in 1845. some interesting trips to the 
and of this union six sons and one World's Fair Chicago 1893, Buffalo 
daughter were born, Archie, Nan- Exhibition in 1900. nlsn to vi:;it 
cy, Neil, Malcolm, James, Joe, and relatives on West Coast and Wes­
Sam. Nell, Nancy and Sam pass- tern Canada. Were usually jomea 
cd on at an early age, the four i on those trips by Mr. and Mrs. 
brothers getting their cady c.duca- William McLandress of Dutton. 
tion at Iona. Joe going through Malcolm gradually went in :lor 
for a teacher, later teaching in cattle. He was considered an ex­
Iona and Shedden schools. cellent judge of cattle and was 

The brothers helped their par· successful in getting top prices. He 
ents build up the farm and also also bact " fine m;mle gt<)ve- &Llp• 
found ti.:ne to help grade the Cana- plying many with maple syrup. In 
da Southern, now the N.Y.C. Lines,1 .19.0JLbis-mo.llie.r ~Jed. 
going through in 1875. Shot·tly 1n 1921 the Grah;:r.n clan~ 
after Archie came of age, he wcnt l their first reunion at Spl'ingbanl>1 
on his own. Being a good horse· Park, London. 943 being present. 
man he kept horses and livery nt Rev. Dr. Angus Graham, of Lon­
Port Stanley and West Lorne. His don. traced the various branches 
best known animal was "Major of the family tree. He said in 
Hunter." Later he married Mar- addressing his fellow clansmen 
garet Ann Thomson, of North that the first Graham's record was 
Dunwic~, raising a family, and given in the annals of Scotland in 
farming for several years. While (AD) 420 and through the years 
getting out timber he received an James. 5th Duke or Montrose, was. 
accident and died at 40 years oi a Graham and an outstanding fig· 
age. ure in history. Since before his 

In 1878, James ancj Joe decided to time :md even yet the Duke of 
go West. Malcolm taking over the Montrose is a Graham at Buchanan 
!arm, his father having passed on, Castle, Argyleshire. Out of the 
his mother, looking after his House of Montrose several branch­
household interests. The brothers es sprung up, namely the Border 
settled near Watertown, South Da· Grahams' the Grahams' of Finty 
kota, acquiring land there. They and the ' Gartmore Graham's the 
manjed two Jones sisters, rather last named he said were the Iona 
a co-incidence, Joe, himself· a settlers. Their were sevet·al get· 
teacher married a school teacher, together meetings of the clan 
and later on he stepped up to thereafter and in 1928 they had 
Superintendent of Schools, for tha~ the hundredth anniversary, ___ _ 
district, his wife teaching under 
hin~ Co u rtes st . Thoma s Times J ournal 

Mr . Ma lcolm Gr a h a m 
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ROU·sewife used 
to 'walk tr:eadle' 

Spinning wheels were made with e it he r large or 
small wheels and each ·type of wheel was designed 

-- for a specia l use. The 
American wheel, above, 
was made of walnut 
~t 1850 to spin flax. 

• J ' 

20 ·m·iles a 
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! 

In the 19th century, a weaver would give 40 turns of the clock reel and a hank 
of yorn wos wound. The distance around the reel wos exactly 54 inches. 



SCHOOL SECTI ON HI STORI ES 

Cre di t is g iv en to Jo hn M. McLe nnan , Fi n ga l , f or pri ze 
winning essa ys pu oli she d by Jame s s . Bri er l ey in t he 
Southe rn Coun tie s Jo u r nal i n 1 896 . 

Th e se e s s ays we r e c o l l ect ed by Mr . Mc Le nn a n , ed it ed 
a n d pMbli s he d in t h e Pio n e e r Hi story o f El g i n Co unty . 

Cou r tesy i s g i ven to t h e f ollo wi ng wr ite r s : J . W. Brow n , 
Io na , Sc hool Sectio n No . 5 , Dunw ic h ; ~is s Ma ry Hami lto n , 
Sc hool Se c t i o n No . 1 0 ; .r . Samue l Pe a r c e , I ona , ~r . Jo h n 
M. J.'i c Le n na n , Fi n g a 1 , S e h o o 1 Sect i on No . 1 4 , Dun w i c h . 

Cur a to r 
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SCHOOL SECTION ~o . 5, DUNWIC H 
(J . W. Brown, Iona ) 

The very first settler in these p a rts was Mr . William Brooks, o f New Jersey, 
who settled in 1805 or 1 806 on what is known as the P . P . I. farm . He started in 1 838 , 

2 5 5 

a general store on his own farm, procuring his supplies from Mr . Geo r g e El liot, e ast of 
Fingal, and faile d financially a few years afterward s . About 1 8 4 0 h e buil t a saw mi l l 
a few rods north of the present site of Iona School house. owing to the irregu lar 
su pp ly of wa te r by which it was r un i t could only be operated during a small portion of 
the year. This eventually caused its abando n men t a few years after being bu i l t. Port­
ion s of the dam still remain an d it is a favorite resort of the sc hoo l children . 
Busine ss difficulties caus ed Mr. Brook s to flee t he country and he died in Illinois. 

The stream referre d to abo ve, tow ards its head waters was dammed by beavers, 
possibly several centuries ago , forming above it on the far ms now occupie d by Ro ber t 
Morris and George Wa ite, a veritable lake cove r ing about seventy five acres. In t h e 
days o f the earlie r settlers it was navigable for boats of considerable s ize and in 
l ate r years I . P. Stolike r recovered from i ts mucky depths p i eces of timber resembling 
round cordwood sticks, on the ends of whi c h the marks of th e beavers' t eeth were plainly 
visible . This land has since been drained and is now of the richest a r able quality. 

On the Br ook s f a r m, al ready referre d to, was born i n 1 838 J . c . Watson , nephew 
of James iatson . He afterwards bec a me p r ofessor of physics and astronomy in the 

University of Michigan, and was c ommissioned by this university to vi s it China that he 
mi ght observe the transit of Venus . Professor Watson was a vol u minous autho r on works 
rel a t ing to the above mentioned soiences, and was building a n observatory after h is own 
idea at Ma d ison, Wisconsin, when he died . 

In 1 808 the far m o ppos ite that o ccup ied by Bro oks was set t led by an American 
Re volut ionis t named Canute, who fought in the American War of Independence as one of a 
band known as But ler's Rang ers. This man, f r om stori e s tol d by himself of acts pe r ­
petuated during his gue rillaoore er , was justly re g arded by his neighbors as a person of 
t he most brutalized type . The li ghts and other supernatural phenomena alleg ed to have 
been seen for so me time after his death emphasize the reput a tio n of the man with his 
neighbors. 

As mi ght be expected he had no sympathy with Canadian politic s , whil~ Brooks 
al re ady mentio ned , possessed an exuberance of loyalty for the l and of his adoptlon 
t hat exceeded t hat of the Canadians themsel ves, hence when it was found necessary to 
ask s uch men as Canute, during the war of 1812, to take t he oath of allegiance befo re 
Colonel Talbot, Brook s was the stronge s t to urge by a vi gorous harangue and flourish 
ofhis cane. The Colonel took the reins in his hands an d shrieked an effectual threat 
to Canute "Come fo r wa r d and take it or I wi 11 confiscate your property . " 

Canute occupies an unknown grave somewhe re on what was then his own farm. 
Hi s death is su ppos ed to have been hastened by h is wife, who afterwards marri ed a ma n 
na med Johnston e mployed as a laborer by Colonel Ta l bot. 

Johnson received fro m the Co lon el a g ran t of fifty acres of land, whic h fo r ms 
a pa rt of t h e farm now owned by Ma l colm Graham. 

Other e arly settlers were t h e Young brothers from Lower Canada i n 1815, who 
settled on the f arm now occupied by Elder Pollard, where they were buried in 1 8 24 and 
1825, but all traces of their g r aves have be e n obliterated. 

The present Piper far m was settled by Jame s Lumley fro m Nova Scotia , father of 
Ephrai m Lumley . Two i mmense s pruce trees planted by him still standing, attest the 
anti quit y o f the s e ttl e men t • 

As early as 1 8 1 5 t here wa s a mill , both for g rinding a nd sawi ng, built by Jo hn 
Lumley , J . o . Lumley ' s great g r andfather, on ·the farm now occupied by Robert Willson, 
wh ich did good service to the co mmunity fo r many years. Mr. Lumley brought the stones 
and machiner y fro m Nova Scotia in 1 8 1 3. 

A Nova Scotian named Hubbard settled on the farm afterwards owne d by James 
Ph ilpot t , so n of John Ph ilpott, Colo n el Talbot~ f oreman . 

James Ph ilpott was born i n Colonel Talbot ' s house in 1 8 1 4 . After a l ong 
career a s fa r mer , bailiff, J.P . , and chu r ch deacon, he died a few years a go a t the a g e 
o f nearly eighty. His me mor y i s g ratefully preserved by a ta~let in the Re gu l a r Baptist 
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he offered to American magazines, but it was col dl y r eceived. A Britis h publ ishing 
house seized u pon it wit h avidity, r e a lizing h a ndsomely. 

Mr. Ba rr was ho me visitin g h is paren t s l as t summe r, wi th h is family . 

Wh e n Ro b e r t wa s a boy o f twe lv e his littl e brothe r wa s accidentl y dr owned , 
in a sh a llow poo l ne a r the old Cowa l sc ho ol house, which his father wa s bu ilding . 

Mr . Ba rr wa s hi gh l y est e eme d by h i s fe llow- literateurs , and t he writ e r h as just 
perused a h i ghl y l auda tory let te r from t h e pen of Juli an Ra l ph , e d itor of Scribn e r . 

Among the physi ci ans o f the vill a g e we r e Drs. Ba r num , Mill e r, cowa n, Br uce , 
Manson , Passmore , John Ca sc aden, La wr ence Mc Lau ghli n , A. V. Mitch el l and Willi a m Me 
Ge a dry , t h e sole p r a otioione r l e ft i n th e vil l age . 

The Southwo l d si d e of Iona was s e ttl e d by John Axford f ro m New Jersey in 1 81 2 . 
On this farm wa s bu ilt in 1 816, the first school ho u se of t his pa rt of t he country, a 
few rod s south of t h e present Regul a r Baptist Chu rc h , John Robinson being the first 
teacher. Ot h er e a rly teach e rs were Warren Rondel , Davis, Mulholl and and Hanah. The 
first truste es we re Da n iel Mcintyre and Robert Reed. 

The books used a t this time were the New Testament, Cob b 's Spelling Book and 
English Readers; the pens wer e made by the te a c he r from quills. 

Farther west, on t h e Back Street, in Dunwich, so me of t h e farms se t a side by 
Co lonel Talbot were no t settled till a much lat e r date. Among those may be mentioned 
t ha t of Johah Clark, who ca me fro m Nova Scotia about 1 8 3 0 , and settled on the far m now 
occupied by his son Herman, an d that of Jo hn Carswell, who came fro m Aldboro u gh wi t h his 
father Arc h ibald i n 18 35 and purchase~ a farm on t he south side of the st ree t from 
Elliot Young. In the same year J ohn Carswell rente d t h e opposite far m f ro m Georg e Me 
Beth a t $ 2 0 a year for ten years, after which he purchased it, and is residing on it at 
t he presen t time. 

On t he back part of this farm res i d ed in a lo g house for a numbe r of year s one 
of Dunwich's early school teachers, Thomas . Benson , who taught f or a number of years in 
the ad joining section, No.4. Mr. Benson afterwards died in Prince Edward county. 

The ori g inal school house of the se c tion, a log building , was erected in 1 844 
on J onah Clark's hill, overlooking the Hollow, a nd was used till 1860 , when the present 
house was built. It wa s also used for Sunday Schoo l and meeting purposes. The sizeof 
the building was 20X22. It was provided with desks, had a libra ry of over one hundre d 
volumes, ten maps, blackboard wa s use d , visitors' book kept and Jo u rnal o f Education 
was taken. There wa s also an extensive play g round attached. 

The first teach e r was Alexander Salmon, who afterwards became insane. He wa s 
succeeded by William Moore. He was succeeded by J . Keillor; afterwards by William 
Harris , h ereafter alluded to, who subsequen tly became one of the principal men of the 
village. Other teachers aft er this were Ma tthew Lodge, who became a well-to-do farmer, 
and died in the section, and Daniel Sinclair, afterwards M.D. of Melbourne and Toronto. 

At thi s t i me the book s used were the National Readers, Irish Arithmetic, uorse•a 
Geogra phy, Jack s on's Book-keeping, National Treatise on Mensur a tion, Davies• Algebra and 
Simpson's Euclid. 

This school, as well as those of adjoining sections, was insp ect ed i n 1844 or 
1846, by John Wilson, barrister, of London, afterwards a superior Court judge, who did 
t he work without remuneration, Mr . Wilson was accompanied in his visits by Squire Phil­
pott herinbefore mentioned . 

The total number of pupils on the roll in 1851 was 112. The then teacher, 
William Harris, received £ 6 per month for actual time taught, and was obliged to furn­
ish st a tionery and books. 

On February 16th, 1852, the municipal council passed a b7-law dividing this 
section by a line running throu the middle of the 9th concession to the centre of lot 23, 
and established a new school section to be designated as s choo l section No. 11 . .. 
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Section No . 5, Dunwich , as it is n ow , fac es the Southwol d -Dunwich townline 
e astwa rdly, and a lso extends into Southwold, taking i n t h e south half of l ot No . 1 , 
Wester l y it is bounded by a line drawn parallel to the to wnl ine between lots numbered 
2 2 an d 21; northerly by Clay street , also taking in nort h of Cl ay st reet SEt o f lot 
24 , s.t A, a nd swi of B, wh i lst the southerly boundary is as it was fixed by the be ­
for e mentioned munici pal council, with the exception of Ni 22 and NWi of 23 , which 
have since been placed i n scho ol section No .ll. 
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In 1 856 the c h ange was made in the sect ion' s minute book fro m the old to the 
d ec i mal curr ency , the total moneys received that year being $349 .1 6. 

At the annual meeting hel d on the 8th of January, 1862 , by r eso l u tion t he re 
and t hen adopted, this was created a free sc ho o l . 

The followi n g have been t h e teachers since the new school house wa s built by 
Coughlin Lumley thirty-fi ve years ago. Daniel Sin c lair , already ment io ned; Henry Harri s , 
afterwards teac her of an English school in Ne w Yo rk c ity, and at present living a r eti re d 
life on the banks of the Hu dso n River; William G. F ras e r , who a fterwards car ried on a 
brick and tile business we s t of Oowal; D.s. McCo l l , afterwards M. D. at Wall a c etown, and 
now many years dea d; Duncan McAl pine , at present a prosperous farmer ad jo ining the vill a ge; 
Daniel Galbraith , now M.D. at Dresden ; Arc h ib a ld Mc Lay , at pre sent k . D. at Woo dstock ; 
Ebenezer McCol l now supe rint endent of MaAitoba Indian Agency, Winn i peg ; Pet er Si nc l a i r, 
who died ma ny years a g o; Richard Stafford , now farme r and J.p., Shedden; Duncan Sinc l a ir , 
afterwa r ds g r aduate of Toronto Mi lit a ry School , and at present a t hr ivi ng i nsurance agent 
a t Alv i s ton ; Georg e Duncan one of the few who a r e still engaged i n the teachi ng p rofession 
at present near London ; Peter McDiarmid , now druggist, and chemist, Al viston; Wi l liam 
Dod s on , afterwar ds minister of t h e Gospel, Michigan ; Robert McKee wn, a g enial Irishman 
at present merchant, Ba y City, Michigan; Joseph Gr a ham, who, a lthoug h he has devoted a 
considerable amount o f his t i me t o farming int e r e st s , is still connected with school work, 
asdistri ct super i ntendent i n Dako ta, u. s.; N. D. Gunn , after wa rd s go l d medalis t f rom 
MC Gill Co ll e g e, g raduate of J ohn Hopk i n ' s University , and now me mb er of me d ical f acul ty 
o f the first mentione d co ll e g e; Duncan Taylor, af t erwa r ds far me r n ear Be l mont v i l la ge; 
Flo rence Ros s , afte r wards o f Neb raska ; H. F . Smith; Si dney Silcox , aft e rwards gold med ­
ali s t f r om Toronto Univers ity , and a t present scien ce master of Co llin g woo d Co l lege 
Institute; Ma ggie McPher s on, who o b t aine d the gold me dal a t ott a wa Normal sc ho o l, a n d 
l at er o n re move d to To r onto ; Samuel P i p e r, whose b r i e f but b r illiant c a re e r a s a hi gh 
s c ho ol student i s not yet for gotten . He died in th e mi d st o f his usefulness on Ma rch 
1 2th, 1 8 90 a t t h e a g e of nineteen , &nd l ies in the c e metery e a st of t h e vill age . Thomas 
O' Donn ell , now pr inci pal of Wa ll acebur g separ a te Sc hool ; Bl a ke Miller, a t present student 
a t Ay lmer Co ll e g i a te Institute; Charl e s Luml ey now dental student , s t . Tho mas , a n a fina ll y 
J . ':/ • .d ro wn , th e p r esent incumbent. 

In looking o ver the trustee ' s books it i s very noticable t hat eac h s ec ret a r y 
ha s re mai n ed in off i ce f o r many year s; among t he names mi ght b e mentioned t hose of 
\filliam Harris , Mathew Lo dge, J . B. Lowthe r, John Li ddell and William 4cLa nd r ess . 

Dr . Eccl es , me mb er of the medic a l faculty o f We stern Un ivers ity , and the wel l 
k nown London specialist; Dr . Doug las Decow, Montreal, Dr. Ros en g rave Eccl e s , Blissf i eld , 
Mich i g a n ; Dr. L. E . Clark, Ot s e go , Mich i g an; ~ s well as t he followin g teachers were 
pup il s of this sc hool: Dan iel Sinclair, Peter Sinc lair, Dun c an Si n clair, He nry Har r is , 
Duncan McAlpine , Jo seph Gr aha m, N.D. Gunn , Samuel Piper, Charles Luml ey and J . w. Brown . 

Among the v e ry earl i e st s e ttler s of Iona prop e r or that pa rt called Ell iots­
ville were Will iam Taylo r, a Sco tchman , and Mr s . Mar y Gibson from Cant ire, the l atter of 
whom died but r ecent ly at the advanced a ge of eight y-ei ght . Th i s pa rt of Ion a, s ituated 
on t h e Dunwich side of townlin e, was so call ed f rom a survey made i n to villag e lot s by the 
late Geo r g e Elliot t , g randfather of George E. Casey, M. P . 

Taylor introduced into bu siness i n 1846 a Mr . Gress et t McKay, of Lambeth, who, 
so far as is know-n , carri ed on the first me ~c ant ile business i n I ona. After his dea th 
his widow marri ed Fr ancis A. Tait, a shoe ma ke r. Th ey continued on bu sines s f o r many 
years, but finally yielded owing to financia l depr ession . 

Bis sell and Ecc l e s in the l atte r p a rt o f the forties opened a gene r a l sto re. 
The partnership lasted for so me y e ars and then was sol d out to a Mr. Mo rrell. 
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In 1 853 Decow and Ecc l es entered into a partnership as g eneral merchants, 
whi ch l asted til 1861, Deoow continuing the business till 1866, when Liddell and 
Chi shol m, his clerks, boug ht it o u t. The business returned to Deoow in 1870 . 
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Decow's career had been very successful, so in 185 5 he entered into the 
h ardwar e business, bou g ht furs, hides, woo l, timber and g rain, and h ad twenty peddling 
wagons on t he ro a d west as far a s Amhe r stbur g . To give so me idea of the exte n t of 
business done, in November 1861, the credi t s a les were $1 1 614.87, and in April 1862, 
$ 1,066.62, in June 1865 the cash sales were $ 1,1 54 . 20. The above is a fair average 
o f s a les in the g eneral store alone . 

The wool bus i ness was on a still l arger scale: in June, 1867, 2,612.62 wa s 
pa id in cash for wool, and in July of s a me year $ 3,990.41. This wool undertaking 
proved very disastrous to Mr. Decow's financial standing . 

His father a U. E. Lo y alist came fro m the United States a bout 1815 9 and 
settled on the farm now owned by Ang us Campbell on the Back stre e t. Here Mr. Daniel 
Decow was born . Besi de s the merchant il e ventures he was en g a g ed i n, h e wa s post master, 
J.P. and reeve of Dunwich . 

Iona in 1 863 ha d a population of about 600 persons~ five g ener a l stores, one 
h a rdwar e store and tin shop, two hotel s , one restaur ant, one livery stable, four black 
smit h and carriag e s hops, one ploug h manufactory , two shoe shops, one merch ant t ai l or 
shop, two furniture shops, two t u rning fa c tories, one saw and g rist mill, a Division 
Clerk ' s o ff ice, a Te mpera nce Hal l, a Masonic Hall and thr e e churche s. 

Barnum's ci r cus, about this time, ma de regul a r visits to the village, the 
tents usually being pitched near the present site of Iona Fa ir Gr oun ds. 

Iona wa s also the head qua rters of the stag e route between st . Thomas and 
Cha t h a m, John Decow being propri eto r. 

About t h is ti me there appeare d in t h e villag e one Wi lli a m Harris, of Annapoli s , 
Nova Scotia , a civil eng ineer by education, whose first vocation tha t of school teacher 
i n these p a rts. He afterwards entered i n to partnership with John T. Mc Coll, son of El der 
McColl, near Wal l a c etown , to conduct a g enera l store. He wa s a p pointed in 1853 by J udg e 
Hughes, clerk of the fourth division court. He was t h e f irst postmaster of I ona a.nd did 
a l ar g e conveyancing business . Peopl e who knew him s peak of h im as a sincere friend, of 
a candid and reticent disposition, but commanding ability and wide a ttainment. 

When in a proper position to do so, he returned to Nova Scotia and 
young wife to his western home . After a few years of wedded life she died. 
demise, far away from friends and. k indred, so preyed upon him that his mind 
partially unhinged, and his tragic death in t h e woods near Middlemarch will 
remembered by the older readers of THE JOURNA~. 

took a 
He r sud d en 

became 
be st ill 

He had fled, not knowing whither, in an easterly direction acr oss the r avine, 
adjoining the vi llag e and was searched for during several days by groups of men from 
different parts of the to wnship, and was finally found in a recumbent position near a 
s mall stream on the Anderson farm, a s if in the act of stooping for a drink. 

Himself and wife lie in the Episcopal Ce metery at ~ryconnel. 

Two of his children shortly afterwa rds died, but the youngest, a so n , is s ti ll 
alive in his parents• native home . John Harr i s, near the village , and Henry Ha rris of 
St.Thomas, are his cous ins, which a ccounts for his settling in this new land. 

Amongst others who conducted a mercantile business in the villa g e were John A. 
Philpott, son of the late Squir e Philpott; Duncan Black, grocer; afterwards succeeded 
by Jo hn E. Black, now a commercial traveller; Wi lliam Burgess, of Port Stanl ey; Henry 
Cole, now many years dea4; Benoni Mcintyre, at present farmer east of the village ; 
Duncan Sinclair, already referred to as a public school teacher; Wi lliam Bride, now 
merchant at Glenwalker on the M.c.R.; Harry Wat t~, and at present J.o. Lumley, who is 
the sole representative of the once flouris h ing mercantile centre. 
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Martin Gaylor started an ashery in 1851, on the southeast corner of the 
celebrated Brooks ' farm, where he manufactured great quantities of crude potash. After 
a few years the business was disposed of to Francis A. Tait, a merchant heretofore 
mentioned, who conducted it untill t he year 1 855 , when it was close d, owing to dullness 
of the ma rket. 

IONA .MILLS 

The flouring and saw mills now in Iona were formerly represented by Jonah 
Clark and Coughlin Lumley•a mills which were situated for a number of years at ~hat is 
known as Clark's Hollow, one mile directly south of the villa ge. This Hollow , it may 
be mentioned, was at t hat ti me quite a hamlet; among t he re s idents were T. A. Silcox, 
Coughlin Lumley, Junius Clark, Elijah Clark and Jonah Clark. 

In 1863 these mills were purc hased by Joseph Britton of Port stanley. In 1864 
they were destroyed by fire and in the followi ng year were re built on improve d plans, 
and shortly after were re mo ved to their present site at Iona. They were thoroughly 
refitted in l 8B9 with up-to-dat e machinery, costing several thousand dollars. Since 
this time they have been conducted under t he firm name of "Joseph Britton & Son." 

I n t he early fi f ties George Brown, the well known vet erinary surgeon, moved 
i n to t he vill age an d carried on business as a cabinet make r, and a few years afterwards 
abandoned it and devoted himself exclusively to veterinary practice. For many years 
t here was a practicioner i n st.Thomas, one i n Glencoe, and perhaps another in Ridg e­
town, and all that vast tract of country between t hos e points and Lak e Erie had to be 
frequently travelled over by him. He came from No va Sco tia about sixty years a go , and 
settled i n Ya r mouth , and afterwards removed t o where Sh ed den now s t ands . He distinctly 
remembe re d being in Port Stanley when the Oneida I ndians lan ded there, fr o m New York 
State, to settle in their presen t location on the Thames Ri ver. rr. Brown was a great 
lo ver of horses, and owned some of the f astes t ones in the Province. He di ed a bout · two 
years a go a t the age of s eventy -four. 

~ short t ime after Geo r ge o . Lumley, better known as owen Lumley, took up h i s 
residence here , where he still remains. His well - known versatile genius in the va rio u s 
mechanical a rt s sup pli ed the precise require ments of a new country . His b r other is Dr. 
Lu mley of Glencoe; one son, t he w.c.R. station agent , Til bury , and another the well 
kno wn merc hant of the village. 

J a mes McLan dress lived here at a date much anterior to either of the preceding . 
having co me from New Brunswick i n 184 5 . He ma rried a Miss Gow , who still survi ves , but 
t he husband di ed a bo u t te n years ago. Mr. cLandreas had a brot her i n the military 
se rvice of the Ho nor ab l e East I ndia Company, who died many years a go, leavin g him a s mal l 
legacy , which in cons e quence of so me i nfor mality could never be properly claimed . It waa 
transferred t o the keeping of the British Go vernment whe re it still remains . one son 
named J ohn was recently ki ll ed on the M.C.R. a t St . Thomas, and the other is illiam, the 
well known stock merchant. 

J ame s B. Lo wther, another Nova Scotian, came here in 1855 and st a rted a black­
s mith and carriage shop, which he conducted f or many years. He afterwards remove d to 
California, where he remained fi ve years , and then re t urned to the village where he still 
resides. Mr. Lo wthe r is a prominent member of t he Methodist church, be ing class leade r 
a s well as superintendent of the Sunday school . 

Ano ther very ol d re sident was the late Peter Sincla ir, Sr., who came fro m Scot­
l and in 1850 and st a rte d a ta iloring business i n the vill age , whe re he died many years 
a go. His s ons are Dr. Si ncl air , late of Melbo urne , and Duncan Sinclair, of a lv inston, 
al r eady mentioned . Hi s eon Peter died so me years ago . 



SCHOOL SECTION No. 5 , DUNWIC H 2 61 

HOTELS 

Iona in i ts palmy days h a s been es pe c i ally favoured as rega rds number and 
variety of hotels . Among t h e mos t prominent char ac te rs a s landlords we find the name s 
of J ohn Mi ll s , Ephr a i m Luml ey , uohn Decow and Geo r g e Penwarden. 

In 1842 John Decow built the f irst hotel in Iona on the Southwold si de. This 
hotel pas se d t h roug h different ha nd s till 1 855 when John Mills came into possession . In 
1 862 it was removed and remodelle d i nto a dwelling house, an d is a t present occupied at 
Iona Statio n by Mr. Eli Mill er . 

In the same year John Mills erected the "Commercial Hotel'' on t h e site of t h e 
old one, where in 1892 it was destroyed by f ire, Jame s Waddell b eing at tha t ti me pro­
prietor. 

The "Tra vellers Home " was buil t on the o pposite corner in 1848 , and passed 
t h rough the hands of John Decow, R. Bodman, Ephraim Lumley, Jo hn Mille, George Pen­
warden, Andrew Bradt, Sales a nd other s untill it was destroyed by fire in 18 76 . 

R. Bodman ran the "Tait Hotel" on the Southwold side from 1 8 6 0 to 1863; part 
o f this building is occupied by Andrew Liddell as a residence n e a r the old site. The 
re ma inder was removed, and is now used by Robert Mo rris as a dwelling h o use. (Later 
demolished and repl ac ed by present home.) 

These we~the days of whisky galore which re t ai led a t penny, h a '-penny a g lass. 

TEMPERANC E HALL 

In 1 8 50 a Sons of Temperance Lodge consisting of about twelve members was or ­
ganized . Their first lodge was over Charles Harr i s ' c abi ne t s hop , t he site of whi ch is 
now oc cupie d by Jo hn Li dd e l l's dwelling. This so c i e ty prospered , and in 1 853 t hey were 
enableci io ereci a hall ita. •h!ct~ to hold their meetings. • The organization flo uri shed for 
about twenty years , then it g radually decayed until th e final diso lution abou t five years 
later. The Royal Templars of Tempe rance succeed them, but ran a brief care e r. Th e 
orig i n al lodg e was the means of doing a vast amount of good in t he community. Many old 
men te s tify at t h e present day to its i nfluence in guarding them from a life o f drinking. 

The Grangers durin g their ephemera l life also met here for busin ess, and the 
d ivision court was held in the same building fro m 1853 till about 187 0 . 

MASO NIC LO DGE 

On t he evening o f November 18th, 1864 in t he " Tra vell ers Home" th en kept by R. 
Bodman , Benjamin Thompson, school teacher, John Casc a den, M. D., Daniel Decow, general 
merchant , John Edgecombe, carri a ge maker, William Ch i sholm , merchan t, J.p. stoliker, 
Ephraim Lumley , James McLandres s, R. McCullough, C. A. Brown, Jame s C. Luml ey, and James 
Mi tchell, all members o f Warren Lo dge, Fingal, met for t he purpose of forming a Ma so n i c 
Lodge at Io na. Benjamin Thomp son was c ho s en as Chairman and John Cascaden as s ec retary 
of t h is mee tin g. 

Th e propo~ed lo dge was g iven t he na me it now bears "Prince of Wale s ." The 
followin g o ff i cers John Cascaden, W. M.; Jo hn Edgecomb e, s · W. ; William Chisho l m, J. W.; 
James Mc Landress, tre a surer; James T.C. Finlay, secretary; Ephr aim Lumley, S .D. ; John 
A. Philpo tt, J.D.; Willi am Si mpkins, I. G. ; I.P. Stoliker, Tyl e r, being e lecte d, it was 
decided to request a charter fro m t h e Grand Lodg e. 

On February of the ne~t year a dis pensation was obtained under which the 
lo dge was conducted until l the following July, when a charter was duly g r a nted. 

The first re gu l ar meeting wa s held on March 1 7th, 1 865 in their l odger oom 
over Bu r g es s' store. Soon after this as t he r e was no organ i zation of this k i nd for 
many ~iles west , a goodly number of promine nt pe rsons c ame f r o m the different parts 
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